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1. frontier research , regardless „basic” or „applied”, in all
areas

2. European Research Council – autonomous body, 
deciding about 7,5 bln €

3. no consortia ; instead – research teams ; members
from ANY country but host institution in EU or AS 
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Definition of the High-Level Expert Group Report, 2005

• At the forefront of creating new knowledge and developing new
understanding

• Fundamental discoveries and advances in theoretical and empirical
understanding, changing our knowledge of the world

• Distinction between ‘basic’ and ‘applied’ research no more
necessary : both new knowledge about the world and potentially
useful knowledge are welcome

• Risky endeavour
• Questions irrespective of established disciplinary boundaries
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Active since 2005, first European funding body to support
frontier research

• operates with autonomy
• supports investigator-driven frontier research
• stimulates scientific excellence, supports the best, 

creative scientists
• defines the funding strategy
• establishes procedures for the peer-review and

evaluation of proposals

http://erc.europa.eu/index_en.cfm
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ERC Organisation

• Scientific Council – 22 eminent researchers

President - Prof. Fotis Kafatos

• Dedicated implementation structure
Director – Jack Metthey
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Total budget (2007-2013) - 7 510 mln €
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• led by Principal Investigator ; depending on the field, a PI may work alone

• national or international

• grants awarded to PI’s hosting institution (Applicant Legal Entity ), 
committed to the PI’s independence

• hosting insitution must be situated in the EU or in an Asso ciated
Country but

• PI and team members may come from any country
• grants are portable
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ERC Starting Independent Researcher Grants
(ERC Starting Grants )

Support to the independent careers of excellent researchers who are
starting or consolidating their research team or establis hing their
research programme

ERC Advanced Investigator Grants
(ERC Advanced Grants )

Support to excellent, innovative research projects led by ad vanced
investigators, being already independent research leaders

~1/3 of the budget for Starting Grants , ~2/3 for Advanced Grants
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Call ID ERC-2007-StG
Call budget 289,5 mln euro
Typical size of a project 100 000 – 400 000 euro/year
Project duration up to 5 years
Financing up to 100% direct costs

plus 20% indirect costs
Eligibility condition for PI: 2-9 years after PhD

(exeptionally up to 12) 
whatever their age and nationality

Two-stage submission: 1st stage 25 April 2007, 
2nd stage 17 September 2007
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Project preparation
1. Part A – form (on-line)
2. Part B – description – 3 parts:

number of pages: stage 1 stage 2
• CV and self-evaluation of a PI 3 4
• Research project description 4 10
• Research environment, incl. budget 1 2

____________________

Total 8 16

3. Annex: Expression of support of the hosting institution
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Expectations

Call budget yet unknown
Typical size of a project 100 000 – 500 000 euro/year
Project duration up to 5 years
Financing up to 100% indirect costs

plus 20% direct costs
Eligibility condition for PI >9 years after PhD

whatever their age and nationality
One-stage submission
Two-stage evaluation
Deadline late autumn 2007
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1. Principal Investigator: potential to become an indepe ndent 
research leader

• Quality of research output
• Intellectual capacity and creativity
2. Quality of the proposed research project
• Ground-breaking nature of the research
• Potential impact
• Methodology
3. Research Environment 
• Transition to independence
• Hosting institution
• Other legal entities (justification)



13
www.kpk.gov.pl

��	���


 

���������� 	�
����� 	�
���
�

�������������
��� �� ��


����
������������
������������ �� ��

�������
����������������    � !"#�

$��
�� %"�&� %"�&�
 



14
www.kpk.gov.pl

�����������	������������	�

A) No principal or collaborating investigator may be 
associated with more than one application to the ERC 
during the same year.

B) A PI may not submit an application for an ERC grant 
during the calendar year following the submission of an
unsuccessful application unless it meets the quality
threshold (not applicable to the 2nd call for StG).

C) Only one ERC grant by the PI can be active at any time. 
Applications by researchers who have successfully applied
for a similar type of funding will not be accepted.
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Call Fiche 
Work Programme 
Guide for Applicants

to be downloaded from:
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/home_en.html

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm?fuseaction =UserSite.IdeasDetailsCallPage&call_id=3

the same webpage – EPSS (project submisison)

ERC webpage:
http://erc.europa.eu
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Nobel Prize winners
live 2 years longer!
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Wies
aw Studencki
Andrzej S
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Krajowy Punkt Kontaktowy 
Programów Badawczych UE

www.kpk.gov.pl

IPPT, PAN, ul. � wi � tokrzyska 21, 00-049 Warszawa

tel:   22/ 828 74 83, WS: 0/502 052 236
fax: 22/ 828 53 70

e-mail: wieslaw.studencki@kpk.gov.pl
andrzej.slawinski@kpk.gov.pl


