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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my privilege after the representatives of the three governments to welcome you also on behalf of our non-governmental committee aiming to advance the cooperation of the three countries forming the Weimar Triangle.

I.

The idea for holding such a  trilateral conference devoted to the spectrum of the great variety of Energy R&D Co-operation was conceived in November 2003 in Potsdam where some 250 participants from the three countries debated  the complex interrelationship between “Innovation Policy and the creation of new enterprises”. 

I am pleased to see that less than one year later this meeting here in Warsaw can take place.

This Conference here is, by the way, to my knowledge the first trilateral gathering after the accession of Poland to the European Union.

The  three  Ministers in charge of European affairs of France, Germany and Poland will meet for the first time after Poland’s entry in the EU on 20 October 2004 also in Warsaw.

The topic “Energy Research” was picked because it was felt that indeed,  worldwide, the energy sector will face in the coming decades an increasingly complex array of interlocking challenges. As the present oil crisis makes it, once again, evident: The future of assured energy supply in all parts of the world – and particular in Europe -gives us cause for grave concern. Therefore, Energy Research and new Energy Technologies are gaining a new momentum.

This Conference under the banner of the Weimar Triangle brings together, for the first time,  some of the best Energy R&D talents from the three countries.

II.

What is the Weimar Triangle? It is not really a geometric triangular configuration. In his ‘Erinnerungen’ Hans-Dietrich Genscher referred therefore geographically  more correctly to the “Weimar Arc”.  

On August 25, 1991 the three Foreign Ministers of France, Germany and Poland, i.e. Roland Dumas, Hans-Dietrich Genscher and Krzystof Skubiszewski, have met for the first time  outside the multitude of consultations concerning the German Reunification as a “Terzet”. 

They agreed among themselves  that all efforts should be made to extent the spirit of 

reconciliation between the former two arch-enemy countries, France and Germany, sealed by President Charles de Gaulle and Chancellor Konrad Adenauer in the Elysée Treaty of 1963, to the third partner, i.e. to Poland. The  traditional emotional strong bonds between France and Poland, henceforth linked with the strong French-German Friendship, were seen as a strong basis for such a new trilateral relationship.

And thus, the “Weimar Triangle” was born. As Roland Dumas observed recently when  trying to remember the atmospheric conditions around the German re-unification, the creation of the Weimar Triangle was for him ‘la cerise sur le gâteau’, ‘the cherry on the cake’.

Both Western partners of Poland, France and Germany have used all their influence to smoothen and to facilitate the entry of Poland into the Western structures. No other of the CEE candidate countries which have joined the European Union, but Poland, has obtained a similar massive support from the  other EU countries. 

I am told, that in the year 2003 alone, the decisive year before the Eastern enlargement of the EU, the Heads of State and of  government, Cabinet Ministers, Secretaries of State and Heads of Departments across all ministries of France, Germany and Poland have met not less than 25 times within the format of the ‘Weimar Triangle’. 

When Poland has joined formally on 1 May 2004  the European Union, one of the major aspirations of the three Foreign Ministers meeting 13 years earlier in Weimar has become political reality. Therefore, is the Weimar Triangle now obsolete? 

The question is now, as recently posed by Roland Dumas, does the full EU-membership of Poland mean the end of the Weimar Triangle, or to the contrary, does it mean the beginning of a new deepened special relationship within the larger Europe?

Our Committee was privileged to organise in the Aula Leopoldina of the Wroclaw University on the eve of the last ‘Weimar Summit’ attended by  the Presidents Chirac and Kwasniewski and by Chancellor Schröder, on 8 May 2003 a non-governmental Colloquium attempting to describe “the hopes of yesterday” towards the Weimar Triangle and “the expectations for the future”.

I am grateful to Ambassador Schweppe, present here today, for having participated actively at the Wroclaw Colloquium together with Ambassador Gautrat and Director Swieboda.

In Wroclaw last year in May, both Presidents and the Chancellor have reaffirmed, once again,  their attachment to the Weimar Triangle. They have felt that this unique mechanism remains as valid as at the of its inception in 1991, i.e. “it should facilitate to tighten the cooperation links which unite the people and the states at all levels and at all straights of life.”  In particular the Wroclaw Summit has expressed the desire that henceforth the civil society of the three countries should be increasingly involved in the trilateral cooperation and furthermore, that the student exchange should be intensified.

Technically, there are three groups of modalities for such a trilateral cooperation.

· One is, what the Maastricht Treaty calls “intensified cooperation” among a group of EU member states, provided that such a cooperation is transparent and furthermore that it is open to all others.

· The other model is the one which the organisers of this conference have chosen: Basically on a non-governmental level top representatives of the three governments  and leading specialists from the energy research community from the three countries are meeting  in order to present on a common agenda their research results. The idea behind is twofold:

(1) R&D cooperation mechanisms should be forged and the commercial

exploitation of such R&D results should be sought.

(2) EU financial assistance for R&D projects jointly executed by core research teams from the three countries – but open to others – should be applied for.

· The third model could be labelled “Weimarisation” of projects. What is meant here is that many of the bilateral initiatives created in the spirit of the Elysée-Treaty may be opened to the third partner, i.e. Poland.

III.

The R&D cooperation between France, Germany and Poland on all fields – including Energy Research, which is the main focus of this conference – could become one of the most  important elements of the European Research Area.

The so-called Lisbon Strategy supported by all 25 EU member states should transform the European Union  by the year 2010 into the ‘most competitive  and dynamic knowledge based region’ of the world. To achieve this ambitious target, the EU member states have committed themselves to lift the present average percentage of nearly 2,0% of the GDP devoted to R&D, to 3,0%  two thirds of which should be funded by the private sector.

What are the  combined R&D potentials of the three countries and R&D belonging to the ‘Weimar Triangle’ in this strategic exercise:

1.) First of all: It is people, it is Human Resources: The EU-25 employs roughly a total

      of  1 mill. Qualified scientists and engineers in Research activities (1.084.726 in

       2001).     Almost 50% of all European  researchers are nationals

       from Germany (259.597), France (172.070) and Poland (56.919).

2.) The student body of the three countries combined amounts to 5,9 mill. University

     Students (France: 2,2 mill., Germany: 2,0 mill. and Poland 1,7 million). Poland

     alone has tripled its number of students since 1990.

3.) It is money: Although it is customary that countries compare their research

       capacities in mapping the percentage of the GDP  spent on R&D:

· Germany:  2,48%, 

· France: 2,17%

·  and Poland only 0,7%,

      the magnitude of R&D € in the three countries is more telling in absolute terms:

· Germany: 50,316 Bill.€,

·  France: 30,152 Bill.€ 

· and Poland 1,196 Bill.€.

4.) To make this picture even more difficult, it must be said, that in the most

      advanced OECD countries, such as USA and  Japan, a key determinant of the

       future competitiveness of an economy is the performance of the business sector

       on R&D. Whereas in the EU-25 on average 49,7% of all researchers are

       employed by business enterprises, the figure for Germany stands by 59,3%, for

       France by  47,1% and for Poland by 16,9%.

A more intensified, and hopefully more systematic cooperation between the research communities of our three countries would surely be in the interested not only of France, Germany and Poland but in the interest of the  European Lisbon process as a whole.

On 11/12. 2. 2002 an impressive  French-German Forum on Research Cooperation took place in Paris in which Sénateur Pierre Laffitte, present with us today, has played an instrumental part. 

The next meeting of this bilateral format is scheduled to take place next year in Berlin.  I should like to suggest, that a similar high-level research strategy meeting – involving all three countries of the Weimar Triangle – should be organised in 2006 in Warsaw. 

Such a meeting of the best brains of the three countries could provide not only an important contribution for the creation European Research Area. Of equal importance would be the new stimulus stemming from such a high-level meeting, badly needed to make a breakthrough into this ambitious but important all-European exercise.

This meeting here in Warsaw can be regarded as a first step on the longer itinerary.
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