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Excellencies,

Senator Laffitte,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am not a language talent as the French ambassador on my left side. That is why I try to welcome you in English. First I would like to thank the organizers for the opportunity to speak on this conference. I am sure, Warsaw is an appropriate venue for discussing energy futures in the enlarged Europe.

The "Weimar Triangle" has become a symbol for cooperation in a spirit of trust between France, Poland, and Germany. German Minister of Economics and Labor Wolfgang Clement was therefore pleased to accept the honorary chair for this event.

I

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Energy is the power plant that moves the economy, society, and all our lives. Without energy, there would be no development. Political and especially geopolitical developments over the past several years have revealed the dimensions of the energy challenges facing us at the beginning of the 21st century.

Three things are important:

· First, we have to make sure we have a dependable supply of energy. Supplies of raw materials and of the energy produced from them must be secure, and their exploitation must be as efficient as possible.


· Second, the cost of energy supplies cannot be allowed to mushroom. Energy must remain affordable. Excessive energy prices can become an obstacle to investment; they can endanger growth and employment.


· Third and last but not least, energy supplies must be in balance with the environment - the key word and the commitment here is Kyoto.

II

Security, affordability, and environmental friendliness are in keeping with the need for sustainability, which the European Union agreed on in the Treaty of Amsterdam (1997), and which is the leading principle behind our action.

A good part of whether, and how rapidly, we in Europe make progress on the way to sustainable energy supplies will be decided in Germany, France, and Poland. These three countries account for some 40% of the Community's primary energy consumption. Developments in Germany, France, and Poland determine the future of energy supplies in Europe, and our countries therefore have a special responsibility.

A cornerstone of our strategy for sustainable development is a European internal market for energy - to the benefit of households and companies alike. Competitive energy prices, especially for electricity and gas without monopoly returns, contribute toward more growth and employment in Europe and strengthen Europe as a competitive business site. A functioning internal market for energy is surely also an important element in achieving the goal set by the heads of state and government in Lisbon (2000), namely: to make Europe into the world's strongest knowledge-based economic area by the year 2010.

III
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me now come to the topic of the Conference: the future of energy in an enlarged Europe and energy research.

Our attention is focused on the following questions:

· How can energy research help to ensure sustainable energy supplies?


· What technologies will be the basis for future energy supplies in Europe?


· What possibilities for cooperation are there in the European Union?

These are the issues we will be talking about today. For our overall orientation, allow me to offer a first assessment:

· To safeguard our prosperity, competitive​ness, and environment, we need the most modern and efficient technologies. Modern technologies are indispensable for a secure, economical, and environmentally friendly - or sustainable - energy supply.


· We do not yet know in detail what technologies will form the basis for a transition to a sustainable energy supply. For this reason, it would be advisable to proceed along a broad front - from the various technologies for the use of renewable energies to fuel cells and hydrogen and on to the modern technologies for energy conservation. It is important to understand that efficient energy research also helps maintain Europe's ability to respond to unexpected changes in the energy policy landscape.


· Finally, in view of the energy policy challenges that we face, international cooperation on research and development would seem to be particularly important. This is especially true in terms of basic research and innovative R&D activities.

I want to call special attention to one area of possible cooperation. Europe - and above all Germany - faces the task of renewing and expanding power stations. This is a major job that will require a sense of reality, political wisdom, and a great deal of money.

With the COORETEC Program, Germany has drafted proposals for the CO2-free coal-fired power plant. This concept could also serve as a basis for the energy R&D cooperation in Europe. Modern power-station technologies are important for all of the Member States of the European Union and should therefore be a focus of the EU's Seventh Research Framework Program. In my remarks on Germany's energy research strategy I will go into greater detail on the COORETEC Program.

IV

In conclusion, a few words on the political outlook. EU enlargement offers many chances. The new Member States can improve their economic situation by scientific cooperation with the older Members. In return, the older countries can profit from the research potential of the new Member States.

Cooperation on research and development of modern energy technologies helps turn the vision of a European research area into reality, and it strengthens the politically-all-so-important process of enlarging the European Union.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I anticipate a lively exchange of information today and tomorrow and - wherever possible - first thoughts on concrete cooperation projects.

Thank you for your kind attention!
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