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Conference

 “Governance of the European Research Area:

The Role of Civil Society”

Brussels, 12 and 13 June 2003

Information and pre-registration:

Mr. Philippe Galiay, DG RTD-C2, philippe.galiay@cec.eu.int
Introduction to the conference

Democratic systems in Europe are currently facing new challenges. Innovation and scientific progress are accelerating, providing great opportunities for economic and social development. Decision-making is thus becoming more and more difficult and requires a great amount of expertise, particularly scientific and technological. 
At the same time, the multitude of new technologies, possible research agendas and routes of development directly affect the lives of individual citizens – and are often highly disputed. This situation poses a tremendous challenge to democracy in general and research policy and research-based policies in particular.

With its decentralised political organisation, its diversity of cultures, norms and traditions, these problems are of particular relevance within the European Union. The creation of a European Research Area therefore is an ambitious project that can only be completed successfully if the research activities in Europe find broad acceptance within society in every European country. New types of civil society participation such as those used in technological and risk assessment, in research agenda setting (e.g. on ethically sensitive issues) and scientific policy consulting (e.g. via joint fact finding) may not only resolve problems of acceptance but are also likely to improve the quality of scientific policy recommendations at the same time. 

Towards better conditions for civil society involvement

The conference on “Governance of the European Research Area: The role of civil society” is supported by a study which aims to promote a better understanding of the conditions required in order to involve civil society effectively  and to stimulate the culture of consultation within the European Research Area.

This study is being carried out on behalf of the European Commission by IFOK GmbH
. The conference will be held in Brussels on the 12 and 13 June 2003. Supported by the findings of the study
, various stakeholders, including civil society, will explore the ways forward and exchange best practice in the field of participatory processes in the European Research Area. The outcome of the conference will be assessed and summarised in the final report of the study which will be submitted in August 2003.

The study and conference directly contribute to the European Commission's Science and Society Action Plan (2001) supporting the establishment of a European Research Area and its integration within the European society. The Science and Society Action Plan is also intended to make a significant contribution towards implementing the White Paper on European Governance (2001) and the Lisbon strategy which aims to make of Europe the most dynamic knowledge based economy in the world by 2010, while respecting its internal cohesion.

Peer-review panel

An international panel of high-level expertise on civil society participation procedures and research policy making peer-reviewed the study and supported the research team by providing substantial input, by discussing criteria for the classification and comparative assessment and by providing methodological feedback for the study. 

The members of this expert panel are: 

· Mrs Sheila S. Jasanoff, John F. Kennedy School of Government (USA)
· Mr. Lars Klüver, Danish Board of Technology (DK)
· Mr. Ortwin Renn, Akademie für Technikfolgenabschätzung des Landes Baden-Württemberg (DE)
· Mrs. Teresa Rojo, Pax Mediterranea S.l. (SP)
· Mr. Roland Schaer, Cité des Sciences et de l’Industrie (FR)
· Mr. Andy Stirling, SPRU, University of Sussex (UK)
· Mr. Fabio Terragni, Agenzia Sviluppo Nord Milano (IT)
· Mr. Gérard Valenduc, Université de Namur (BE)
Objectives of the conference

The conference will provide an opportunity for discussing the results of the interim report, through parallel working groups as well as plenary sessions. It will serve as a forum where participatory processes in the field of RTD can be discussed in detail with the parties involved and where a common understanding of and perspectives for civil society participation can be developed. The conference will contribute to developing the idea of civil society participation within the scope of research policies and the creation of the European Research Area, including the scientific and technological support to other science and technology based policies. 

This means in particular:

· To present the interim findings to the community of parties involved, including civil society,

· To stimulate a debate between stakeholders (Institutional, companies, citizens associations, scientists,…)

· To receive feedback in order to shape proposals for action,

· To develop perspectives for disseminating experience on participatory processes,

· To give impulses for further research.

In one word, to explore the way from research policy making to research governance.

Participants and pre-registration

The conference is addressed to:

· Policy makers (especially from research policy and research based policy)

· Other governance experts

· Representatives and interested individuals from civil society

· Researchers and practitioners in participatory processes

· Representatives from Science 

· Companies and their representative organisations

The number of places being limited to 150, the Commission reserves its right to balance the participation to the conference according to its aims. In order to pre-register, please send your pre-registration form by e-mail to:

philippe.galiay@cec.eu.int by 16/05/03.
Date and location

The conference will take place in Brussels on 12 and 13 June 2003.

The location will be: Charlemagne Building, Rue de la Loi, 170, 1040 Brussels.

Guiding questions for the participants

In order to meet the objectives set for the conference, the following questions will serve as guidelines for the plenary sessions and the parallel working groups:

Discussion of the current situation: Deficits and opportunities

1. Why should civil society be involved in research governance? How can civil society contribute to scientific and technological progress at the pace it is taking place? 

2. What are “good practices” in the field of civil society participation to research governance? What are key success factors?

3. What are the major obstacles for successful civil society participation in research policy-making today? Which deficits and developments in the political, legal, scientific and societal framework hinder the fruitful application of participation procedures?

Outlook: Shaping the ERA conditions for better civil society involvement in the future

4. How should the institutional setting and the legal framework evolve in order to better integrate civil society in research governance?

5. What are (new) areas of research governance in which civil society participation can effectively be applied?

6. How should we share and disseminate knowledge on civil society participation to research governance?

Methodology

Welcome 

· Short explanations on the conference’s programme.

· Commissioner Philippe Busquin will deliver the introductory speech.

Plenary sessions

· The first morning will be dedicated to an exchange of views including the presentation of the findings of the study on “Governance of the European Research Area: role of the civil society”.

· There will be a short introductory plenary session in the afternoon of the 12 June (before the three parallel working sessions).

· The next morning will be dedicated to synthesis and consensus building on the ways forward. Parallel working sessions will be organised again in order to shape consensus on three major topics and these consensus would be discussed in the plenary through exchanges between a round table and the floor.

Parallel working sessions

· The guiding questions of the conference will mainly be discussed in parallel working groups.

· Every participant is free to chose his favourite working group (and, if desired, to change it).

Facilitation

· The Commission services and IFOK will offer their guidance and support through the whole programme and facilitate the plenary discussions.

· For the parallel working groups, IFOK and the Commission services will take in charge the moderation, easing the work of the rapporteurs.

Proceedings

· The proceedings of the conference will form part of the final report of the study.

Conclusion 

· Achilleas Mitsos, Director General of DG Research, will conclude the conference (to be confirmed).

Language

Interpretation will be ensured from all official European languages towards French, English and German for the plenary sessions and to and from French, English and German for the working groups.


Governance of the European Research Area: the role of civil Society

Programme

First day: 12 June 2003

09.50 
Presentation of the conference's programme

Mr. Rainer Gerold,

Director “Science and Society”, DG Research, European Commission
Participation of civil society in research policy making:

Setting the political scene

10.00 
“Science, society and the European Research Area”
Mr. Philippe Busquin,

Commissioner for research

10.20 
“What can science museums and science centers deliver?”

Mr. Jean-François Hebert,

President of La cité des Science et de l’Industrie (FR), President of ECSITE

Current situation
10.40
Round Table including exchange with the floor

Chair: Mr. Rainer Gerold,

Director “Science and Society”, DG Research, European Commission
Participants:

· Mrs Maria-Angeles Benitez Salas,
Head of Unit “Transparency, access to documents, relations with civil society”, General Secretariat, European Commission
“Will society have a greater say in the future of Europe?”

· Mr. Hans-Peter Meister,
Director, IFOK (DE),
“Interim findings of the study “Governance of the European Research Area: The role of civil society””
· Mr. Roberto Ferrigno,
European Policy Director, European Environmental Bureau (EEB)
“Is research used effectively by environmentalists?”

11.30 
Coffee break

· Mr. Sergio Bellucci,

Director, TA-Swiss (CH), President of the European Parliamentary Technology Assessment network (EPTA)

“Will direct contact with civil society help or hinder the parliamentary process?”

· Mrs Irini Pari,

Member of the European Economic and Social Committee

“Do the Economic and Social Committees really reflect civil society’s views and expertise?”
· Mr. Jan Staman,
Director, Rathenau Instituut (NL)
“Making the European jigsaw fit”

13.00 Lunch

14.30
Explanatory remarks on parallel working groups

15.00
Parallel working groups - Round 1 - Analysis of the current situation

·  “Why involve civil society?”

Why and when is civil society involved in research policy making? How can civil society influence or contribute to scientific and technological progress at the pace it is taking place?

Rapporteur: Fabio Terragni,

President, Agenzia Sviluppo Nord Milano (IT)

· “How to be successful?”

What does “success” mean? What are “good practices” in the field of civil society participation to research governance? What are key success factors?

Rapporteur: Gérard Valenduc,

Director, Fondation Travail-Université, Université de Namur (BE))

· “What are the constraints?”

What does “failure” mean? What are the major obstacles for successful civil society participation in research policy-making today? Which deficits and developments in the political, legal, scientific and societal framework hinder the fruitful application of participation procedures?

Rapporteur: Ortwin Renn,

Director, Akademie für Technikfolgenabschätzung (DE)

16.30 
Coffee break

16.45
Parallel working groups – Round 1 - Analysis of the current situation (Continuation)

18.00 
Break

18.15
Outlook on the second day of the conference

18.30
End of day 1

Second day: 13 June 2003
Perspectives for the future

9.00
Introduction to the second day

Mr. Rainer Gerold,

Director “Science and Society”, DG Research, European Commission

9.15
Parallel working groups - Round 2 - Outlook: Practical recommendations for shaping ERA conditions for better civil society involvement

· “Optimising future rules”

How should the institutional setting and the legal framework evolve to enable a better integration of civil society in research governance?

Rapporteur: Mrs Fé Sanchis Moreno,

Co-ordinator of European Environmental Citizens Organisations Forum’s Public Participation Campaign

· “Moving to harmony in the European Research Area?”

What are the main areas of research governance in which civil society participation can effectively be applied in the future? How to better implement participatory processes in European regions and countries? How to co-ordinate and use participatory processes at community level and beyond?

Rapporteur: Mr. Tony Venables,

Director, European Citizens Action Service (ECAS)

· “Where does the knowledge come from?”

How should we share and disseminate knowledge on civil society participation to research governance?

Rapporteur: Mrs Sasvári Nóra,

Department for Civil Relations, Prime Minister's Office, (HU)

11.00 
Coffee break

11.15
Round table, including exchange with the floor

Chair: Mr. Achilleas Mitsos,

Director General, DG Research, European Commission

Working groups recommendations from the rapporteurs

12.40
Closure of the conference:

Mr. Achilleas Mitsos,

Director General, DG Research, European Commission

12.50
End of the conference

-----------------------------------

� 	Launched on 6 December 2002, the study will finish on 6 September 2003. Contact: Mr. Michael Jaspers, IFOK, � HYPERLINK mailto:jaspers@ifok.de ��jaspers@ifok.de�


� 	Interim report of the study on “Governance of the European Research Area: The role of civil society”, 4th April 2003


� 	Each participant to the round table will be invited to present his/her views through a short intervention (3 min) but exchange with the floor will be the priority





1

PAGE  
4

