WP Emergency Call SARS …

Amendments to "Priority 1:  Life Sciences, Genomics and Biotechnology for Health“ part of

Commission Decision C(2003)1952 of June 27, 2003
Amendment N°1

On Page 32, Under “c) Confronting the major communicable diseases linked to poverty”, add the following text:

The strategic objective of this line is to confront the global emergency caused by the three major communicable diseases – HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis – through the development of effective disease interventions, particularly for use in developing countries. It is envisaged that developing countries will be significant partners in the implementation of this line and, as appropriate, participate directly in specific activities within it, in particular through the clinical trials programme.

Research will focus on: developing promising candidate interventions (vaccines, therapies, and microbicides) against the target diseases by sponsoring research over the full spectrum from basic molecular research, taking advantage of microbial genomics, through to pre-clinical testing and proof-of-principle; establishing a clinical trials programme to unite and support Europe’s clinical trials activities specifically targeted at interventions for use in developing countries; establishing an AIDS Therapy Trials Network in Europe to improve the coherence and complementarity of clinical trials of AIDS therapies for human use.

Topics for second call in this area:

LSH-2003-2.3.0-1:  Highly innovative approaches for the development of new interventions for HIV, malaria and tuberculosis - STREP. Small-scale, high-risk projects are expected, which should provide additional scope for innovation and flexibility in research areas where traditional approaches have been unsuccessful. Projects should aim to overcome the identified deadlocks by implementing new approaches going beyond the current state of art. Consortia should have a small number of participants, a financial range of  € 1 million or less, and a maximum period of 2 years. Proposals from young researchers are particularly encouraged.  Projects that prove successful will be encouraged to collaborate with existing and relevant on-going projects of the new instruments type.

LSH-2003-2.3.0-2:  Coordination of European research on HIV, malaria and tuberculosis at the global level – SSA.  Support will be available for measures, which directly lead to the coordination of European research in the area of poverty-related diseases with relevant global activities. Support may also be given to activities leading to common clinical laboratory standards with emphasis on standardising protocols, sample collection and data storage and analysis.

LSH-2003-2.3.0-3:  Networking of European SMEs active in the area of poverty-related diseases – SSA.  Support will be provided to promote the establishment of spin-off activities in the area of HIV/AIDS, malaria and TB. Preference will be given to small, well-defined and objective-driven projects, which involve two or more SMEs.
On Page 36, Under “Indicative Road Map for Call for Proposals and Budget

Replace the table:

	
	Second Call
	Future Calls

	
	Deadline November 2003
	Deadline April 

2004
	Deadline

November  2004

	Area
	Indicative  Budget M €
	Indicative  Budget M €
	Indicative Budget M € 

	i a)  Fundamental knowledge and basic       tools for functional genomics in all       organisms
	126*
	
	151*

	i b)  Application of knowledge and       technologies in the field of genomics and biotechnology for health
	165*
	
	131*

	ii a) Application-orientated genomics       approaches to medical knowledge and technologies
	116*
	
	232*

	b)  Combating cancer **
	0
	
	

	c)   Confronting the major communicable diseases linked to poverty 
	0
	
	44*

	Strategic Specific Support Actions across thematic priority 1
	4
	4
	6

	Total (M€)
	411
	4
	564


*  Includes 1.5% for Strategic Specific Support Actions

**Other cancer related topics are expected to be supported up to 140 M€ from the total budget, under  “Advanced genomics and its application for health” 

By:

	
	First Call
	Second Call
	Future Calls

	
	Deadline 25 March 2003
	Deadline November 2003
	Deadline April 

2004
	Deadline March 2004
	Deadline

November  2004

	Area
	Revised Indicative  Budget M € ***
	Indicative  Budget M €
	Indicative  Budget M €
	Indicative  Budget M €
	Indicative Budget M € 

	i a)  Fundamental knowledge and basic tools for functional genomics in all organisms
	166
	126*
	-
	-
	151*

	i b)  Application of knowledge and      technologies in the field of genomics       and biotechnology for health
	135
	165*
	-
	-
	131*

	ii a)  Application-orientated genomics approaches to medical knowledge and technologies
	122
	116*
	-
	-
	232*

	b)  Combating cancer **
	106
	-
	-
	-
	

	c)   Confronting the major communicable diseases linked to poverty 
	73
	-
	-
	12
	44*

	Strategic Specific Support Actions across thematic priority 1
	5
	4
	4
	-
	6

	Total (M€)
	608
	411
	4
	12
	564


*  Includes 1.5% for Strategic Specific Support Actions

**Other cancer related topics are expected to be supported up to 140 M€ from the total budget, under  “Advanced genomics and its application for health” 

***The indicative budget for the first call, as published in the call text on 17 December 2002, was adjusted and the revised indicative budget allocated to the call is now presented.  The budget was increased to allow a more balanced coverage of the call topics.

Amendment N°2

On Page 37, under the section "1.6 Call Information", add the following text:

Confronting the major Communicable Diseases Linked to Poverty Special Call

1. Specific Programme: Integrating and strengthening the European Research Area
2. Activity: Priority thematic area of research “Life sciences, genomics and biotechnology for health”.

3. Call title: Thematic call in the area of “Life sciences, genomics and biotechnology for health”.
4. Call identifier: 
  FP6-2003-LIFESCIHEALTH-3

5. Date of publication
:   13 December 2003
6. Closure date(s)
:  24 March 2004 at 17.00 (Brussels local time).
7. Total indicative budget:  12 million €, broken down as follows:
	Instrument

	€ (millions)

	STREP or SSA
	12


8. Areas called and Instruments:
Proposals are invited in the following topics, which are described using short titles only.  For the full titles and definition of topics, applicants must refer to the Work Programme (Section 1.3 Technical Content).  The evaluation of proposals will be based on the full definition of topics as described in the Work Programme.  For each topic the instrument to be used is indicated. 

ii)
Combating major diseases

c)  Confronting the major communicable diseases linked to poverty

	Topic Ref.
	Short Titles of Topics
	Instrument

	
	· Developing new promising candidate vaccines, therapies and microbicides
	

	LSH-2003-2.3.0-1
	Highly innovative approaches for the development of new interventions for HIV, malaria and tuberculosis
	STREP

	LSH-2003-2.3.0-2
	Coordination of European research on HIV, malaria and tuberculosis at the global level 
	SSA

	LSH-2003-2.3.0-3
	Networking of European SMEs active in the area of poverty related diseases
	SSA


9. Minimum number of participants
:

	Instrument
	Minimum number of participants

	STREP 
	3 independent legal entities from 3 different MS or AS, with at least 2 MS or ACC.

	SSA
	1 legal entity from a MS or AS.


10. Restriction on participation: None.

11. Consortia agreements: 

· Participants in STREP and SSA resulting from this call are encouraged, but not required, to conclude a consortium agreement.

12. Evaluation procedure:

· The evaluation shall follow a single stage procedure;

· Proposals will not be evaluated anonymously;

· The evaluation process may involve “remote” evaluation of proposals;

· Applicants may be invited to discuss their proposal.

13. Evaluation criteria: See Annex B of the work programme for the applicable criteria (including their individual weights and thresholds and the overall threshold) per instrument.

14. Indicative evaluation and contractual timetable:

· evaluation results: estimated to be available within some 4 months after the closure date 

· contract signature: it is estimated that the first contracts related to this call will come into force by the end of 2004.

� 	The call identifier shall be given in the published version of this call.


� 	The director-general responsible for the publication of this call may publish it up to one month prior or after its envisaged publication date.


� 	When the envisaged date of publication date is advanced or delayed (see previous footnote), closure date(s) will be adjusted accordingly. 


� 	IP = Integrated project; NOE = Network of excellence; STREP = Specific targeted research project; CA = Coordination action; SSA = Specific support action


� 	MS = Member States of the EU; AS (incl. ACC)  = Associated States; ACC = Associated candidate countries.


	Any legal entity established in a Member State or Associated State and which is made up of the requested number of participant may be the sole participant in an indirect action.
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